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Chamberlain & Irvine (1994: 177) designated a specimen in BM as the neotype of Spongites 
corallioides P.Crouan & H.Crouan. The specimen selected, No. 242 in the exsiccata Algues marines 
du Finistère (Crouan & Crouan 1852), was subsequently accessioned as BM 000530511. 
Hernández-Kantún & al. (2015) were unable to amplify any DNA material from the neotype, but 
nuclear encoded 18S rDNA sequence was obtained (GenBank accession # JQ896261, as well as a 
plastid encoded psbA sequence (GenBank accession # JQ896234) from a topotype specimen of 
Lithothamnion corallioides (P.Crouan & H.Crouan) P.Crouan & H.Crouan (GALW 15750, now at 
DBN) from Rade de Brest, Finistère, France, which was morpho-anatomically identical to the 
neotype specimen. Both the 18S rDNA and the psbA trees in Hernandez-Kantun & al. (2015, figs 1 
and 2, respectively) show that L. corallioides belongs in a clade with the generitype of the recently 
proposed genus Boreolithothamnion (Gabrielson & al. 2023), B. glaciale (Kjellman) 
P.W.Gabrielson, Maneveldt, Hughey & V.Peña (as Lithothamnion glaciale Kjellman). The 
following new combination is therefore required. 
 
Boreolithothamnion corallioides (P.Crouan & H.Crouan) V.Peña & P.W.Gabrielson, comb. nov. 
Basionym: Spongites corallioides P.Crouan & H.Crouan, Algues marines du Finistère, no. 242 
(exsiccata),1852. 

Synonyms: Lithothamnion corallioides (P.Crouan & H.Crouan) P.Crouan & H.Crouan, 1867. 
Mesophyllum corallioides (P.Crouan & H.Crouan) Me.Lemoine, 1974, nom. inval. [Full and 
direct reference to the place of publication of the basionym lacking.] 

Registration (of name): http://phycobank.org/105559 
Epitype (designated here for the neotype BM 000530511): DBN (GALW 15750, Rade de Brest, 
Finistère, France; leg. Jacque Grall & Jazmin Hernández-Kantún, n.d.) 

Registration (of epitype designation): http://phycobank.org/105561 
Note: The herbarium label for Algues marines du Finistère No. 242 did not include a description 
other than ecological and usage information. The name was validated by reference to the invalid 
pre-Linnaean polynomial “Corallium pumilum album fere lapideum ramosus, Ellis” (Ellis 1756: 
91, pl. XXVII [27]: fig. C. Ellis’s original material has not been found (Chamberlain & Irvine 
(1994: 182). 
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pêcheurs de Baleine, pendant l'été de 1753. pp. [i]–xvi, [i]–125, frontispiece, pl. 1–39. 
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